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Linda Walker

Watercolor Snowflakes           Art and Design I – Color Theory Unit               Grade 9-12

1. Standards

Perform 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts.

ART.VA.I.HS.1 Apply acquired knowledge and skills to the creative problem solving process.

ART.VA.I.HS.2 Intentionally use art materials and tools when applying techniques and skills to communicate ideas.

ART.I.VA.HS.3 
Apply organizational principles and functions to solve specific visual arts problems.
Create 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts.
ART.VA.II.HS.1 Identify, define problems, and reflect upon possible visual

solutions.

ART.VA.II.HS.2 Create artwork using materials and techniques with skill so

that personal intentions are carried out.

Analyze

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art.

ART.VA.III.HS.1 Analyze and describe the formal characteristics of a work

of art or design.
ART.VA.III.HS.3 Critically observe a work of art to evaluate and respond to

the artist’s intent using art vocabulary and terminology.
2. Objective/Benchmark

· Students will understand how to identify watercolor paintings by viewing various watercolor images made by professional artists.

· Students will explore the watercolor medium. They will learn about types of brushes, brush strokes and painting techniques.

· Students will create a finished water color painting triptych

3. Anticipatory Set

· Composition review/project handouts (2)
· Prezi presentation http://prezi.com/x4swxyctynzt/watercolor-paintings/
· Vocabulary: 
1. Triptych- a series of three images placed next to each other. 
2. Dry point- the use of water color paints with little water to create a darker more rich color
3. Wash- watered down application of watercolor paints. It is usually used for backgrounds
4. Mix- students will learn how to mix their primary and secondary colors
5. Blend- gradually fading one color into another
4. Input

a. Task Analysis

      4 - 5 days

Day 1

PRESENTATION:  (20 minutes) 

Introduction to lesson with watercolor Prezi and 2 handouts distributed.  Teacher explanation of “Snowflake Composition” hand out.  

DEMONSTRATION: (10 minutes) 

· The teacher will have prepared 5 to 6 cut-out paper snowflakes and will show the students how to arrange and trace the snowflakes on the water color paper, starting to create a teacher made example. 

· The teacher will discuss with the students differences in snowflake characteristics. The snowflakes should be different from each other and interesting and show the class the snowflake design page. Students can use the PC to search for more designs since they will eventually paint them on 3 pieces of watercolor paper.

WORK SESSION: (30 minutes)

· The students will be given three pieces of copy paper to cut out snowflakes, students may use template provided if needed.

CLEAN UP: (10 minutes)

Day 2

PRESENTATION:  (5 minutes)
· The teacher and the students will discuss the types of colors that may use. Mentioning the use of shades, tints or tones of colors but never any true primary or secondary colors. 

· The teacher will explain to the students that there are never any really true primary colors in nature. 

DEMONSTRATION: (15 minutes)

· The teacher will mix watercolor paints on the inside cover palette area and begin showing how to apply the watercolor paint onto the paper working inside the pencil lines as neatly as possible.

· The teacher will demonstrate hot to make a wash, how to use the dry point technique, how to blend and mix watercolors, salt and toothbrush technique.

WORK SESSION: (40 minutes)

· The students will be given three pieces of watercolor paper. Students will begin to sketch out their snowflakes on three pieces of watercolor paper. Students may trace their cut out shapes onto the 3 watercolor papers with pencil, lightly.  They can arrange their snowflakes however they want, snowflakes may be overlapping, drawn off the page or overlap two pieces of paper.

· Note:  The teacher may want to advance to the next step if some students are ready with their pencil design.

CLEAN UP: (10 minutes)

· The teacher may discuss how to properly take care of the watercolor materials for the next class. 

Day 3-4

WORK SESSION: (60 minutes)

· Once the snowflakes are lightly sketched the students will create a wash inside the contours of their design. Students will first apply water to the selected area then apply a mixed neutral color to create the wash.

· When the wash is dry the students can use the dry point technique to create the inner details of the snowflakes. After all of the snowflakes are painted, students may create a wash on their background. Salt or a toothbrush technique may be added for interesting effects. Ink may also be added to outline leaves or the snowflake details if desired. 

· Students will staple their three pieces of painted paper onto a black matte paper with ½ “ in between to create a triptych composition.

CLEAN UP: (10 minutes)

· The teacher may review how to properly take care of the watercolor materials.

· Teacher will consider if an additional day is needed based on the student’s progress. 

b. Thinking Levels

· Student recalls design principles of contrast, balance and movement.

· Student understands techniques learned through demos.

· Student uses color theory knowledge.

· Student creates his or her own voice into their project. 

c. Learning Styles and/or Accommodations

· Worksheet provided for composition review.

· Students encouraged use the class PCs to search snowflake imagery.

d. Methods and Materials

· Review project objective with students

· Paper to cut out snow flake shapes (template provided)

· Final painting – triptych on watercolor paper (6” x 12”, each student gets 3 pieces)

· Watercolor paint, brushes

· Black matte paper

· Salt

· Toothbrushes

5. Modeling

· Teacher review of pencil sketches for composition suggestions or improvements. 

· Individual student consultation when needed while circulating the classroom.

6. Check for Understanding

· Teacher will check that composition and color theory application is evident.

· Check for color choice and understanding of mixing to create non-primaries.

· Teacher suggests that student reflects through a personal critique process, i.e. “What do your think?  How can you make your painting better?”

7. Guided Practice

· Student effectively executes a good sketch based on teacher demo.

· Student maintains good craftsmanship when painting based on teacher demo.

· Student understands that positive comments are appropriate in peer review.

8. Independent Practice

· Students design and create original snowflake paintings based on knowledge of technique, composition and color theories.

· Students understand watercolor medium and it’s unique qualities.

· Students are responsible for keeping paint and materials areas clean. 

9. Closure

· 25 minutes of class time dedicated to class critique of each project.  Every student will show their work and make a brief statement about it to the class.

· Only constructive feedback is allowed.

10. Reflection

· Was the time allowed for the project completion sufficient or should it be    adjusted for the next time?

· Did the students use the time wisely?  Did they put forth expected effort and energy to the project?

· What changes can improve it?

11. Assessment

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 
	Score 

	Design/Composition 
	Student applies design principles (such as color, balance, and unity) with great skill. 
	Student applies design principles 

(such as color,  balance, and unity) with fair skill. 
	Student tries to apply design principles (such as color, balance, and unity) but the overall result is not pleasing. 
	The student does not appear to be able to apply most design principles to his/her own work. 
	  

	Color Choices 
	Choice and application of color shows an advanced knowledge of color relationships. Color choice enhances the idea being expressed. 
	Choice and application of color shows knowledge of color relationships. Colors are appropriate for the idea being expressed. 
	Choice and application of color shows knowledge of color relationships. Colors are not appropriate for the idea being expressed. 
	Student needs to work on learning color relationships and using that knowledge in his/her work. 
	  

	Painting Skill
	Application of paint is preplanned and done in a logical, sequential manner.  Colors are formulated using color theory presented.
	Paint is applied in a  logical manner but colors are  primary.
	Control is somewhat lacking,  failure to apply techniques demonstrated in painting. 
	Student needs to work on controlling paint and preplanning paint application. Watercolor techniques not evident in the painting. 
	  

	Use of materials 
	Student typically keeps painting materials and area clean and protected without reminders. The student shows great respect for the materials and his fellow students. 
	Student typically adequately cleans materials and work area at the end of the session without reminder. Student shows respect for materials and fellow students. 
	Student adequately cleans and takes care of materials if reminded. Occasional spills and messy work area may be seen. Shows some respect for materials and fellow students. 
	Student deliberately misuses materials AND/OR does not adequately clean materials or area when reminded. Shows little respect for materials or fellow students. 
	  

	Critique
	Student shows understanding to other’s work and has constructive comments to contribute in class.
	Student shows some understanding to other’s work and has non-constructive comments to contribute in class.
	Student shows lack of understanding to other’s work and has non-constructive comments to contribute in class.
	Student lacks understanding and has nothing to contribute in class.
	

	Creativity 
	Student has taken the technique being studied and applied it in a way that is totally his/her own. The student's personality/voice comes through. 
	Student has taken the technique being studied and has used source material as a starting place. The student's personality comes through in parts of the project. 
	Student has copied some painting from the source material. There is little evidence of creativity, but the student has done the assignment. 
	Student has not made much attempt to meet the requirements of the assignment. 
	  


